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Medical geology is an emerging discipline, fostered by a
collaboration of health professionals and earth scientists 
who are working to formulate broader environmental
insights into the origin, development, and prevention of
disease. The International Working Group on Medical
Geology has developed this authoritative and
comprehensive work to review relationships between
geological processes and the health and diseases of
humans and animals. 

Essentials of Medical Geology can serve as both a 
reference and course book. Written by authorities from 
twenty countries, it conveys the essential concepts and
practical tools required to recognize and tackle
environmental health problems across the globe.  The
chapters are 0rganized into four main sections, allowing
users to read from beginning to end or quickly turn to a
particular topic.  The sections review the basics of
environmental biology, trace the origins and flow of toxic
elements in the environment that lead to exposure, review
the medical effects of this exposure, and outline tools and
techniques for conducting environmental health
investigations.
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